KING    HENRY   VIII                    ^7
out in 1517* It was wild and indeterminate
in character. There was bound to come a reaction
against it on the part of the forces of order, and
Europe would have regained its religious unity
had not England, much later in the story, broken
away. England at the time when the trouble
began in Germany was very little affected by
heresy. King and people were quite normally
Catholic.
The entry of England into the Reformation
movement was an accident, the result of a side
issue. This side issue was the desire of King
Henry VIII to get an annulment of the marriage
between himself and his legitimate wife Catherine,
the daughter of the Spanish monarch. He wanted
the marriage annulled because he had been
completely captured by Anne Boleyn, a' young
woman of the Court, who would be satisfied
with nothing less than being his Queen. He could
not get the Pope to grant the annulment, so
those who flattered and supported him and
particularly his minister, Thomas Cromwell,
gradually moved for the break with Rome.
This was achieved at the end of 1534.
Henry tried to keep England Catholic without
the Pope, but he failed, and after his death in
1547 the break-up of religion in England began.
It was powerfully aided by the fact that Thomas
Cromwell had urged the King to dissolve the